
BIOL 5130: Seminar 
The University of Texas at El Paso, College of Science, Department of Biological Sciences 

 
Course leader: Luis R. Martinez, Ph.D., MBA                              Seminar day: Friday 
E-mail: lmartinez43@utep.edu                                                                                               Time: 12:30-1:20 pm        
Office: Bioscience 2.170                                                                                                      Classroom: Biosciences 2.168 
 
Office hours: I will be available for office consultation by appointment only. Appointments will be scheduled by email. 
Students can also reach me with questions by email. 
 
Course description: BIOL 5130 is a one-semester course, one credit course, designed to discuss recent literature in 
biomedical sciences and related fields.  
 
Prerequisites: Senior standing in the biological sciences. 
 
Objectives: Students will be introduced to diverse research topics presented by investigators from across the country 
in a one-hour seminar format. Seminars expose students to cutting-edge research in biomedical sciences. In addition, 
the seminars provide an opportunity for students to network with researchers from other institutions. Furthermore, 
students will learn to listen, question, and summarize research in diverse fields. 
 
Textbook and lecture notes: There are no required textbooks. Seminar speakers will not provide their presentation 
materials. 
 
Blackboard and Computer Access: This course is absolutely dependent on you being able to access and use 
Blackboard.  All report submissions and course communications will be done through the course website.  If you are 
unable to access the internet from home, you will need to use any of the various UTEP computer laboratories.  
 
Course format: Each week the Department of Biological Sciences offers a one-hour seminar where invited speakers 
present their research. Students are required to attend and to submit a written summary, according to the following 
standards: 
- Each week students must turn in a computer-written report (double-space; limit your answers to 250 words per 
question) of the seminar from the previous week. The report will consist of the following questions to be answered 
(Please include the questions in your report): 

1. Correctly state the seminar title, presenter’s name and affiliation, and clearly state what was the main question 
(s) and hypothesis? 

2. What were the main techniques employed? (Describe 2-3 most relevant techniques) 
3. What were the main results? (Describe 2-3 most important) 
4. Was the main question answered? (Argue “yes” or “no”, and reasons for your opinion) 
5. Elaborate on future directions from this work. For example, is it applicable to the medical field?  

- Written summaries must be turned in using BLACKBOARD (via JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT) the day before the 
next seminar (i.e., you have one week to write and email your summary), following the schedule (see last page). Two 
points will be deducted per day for late reports! 
- Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in ZERO points for the missed seminar assignment. 
For an absence to be excused the student must present appropriate verifiable documentation (e.g. physician’s note) 
explaining their absence as soon as possible, preferably prior to the missed seminar but no later than one week after 
the missed seminar. In the case of an excused absence, the instructor will provide the student with a recent 
publication by the seminar speaker to summarize and submit within one week. Every two absences will lower your 
grade one letter. 
- Participation in the seminars is required. Every student is required to ask a minimum of 2 questions per semester. 
Failure to do so will result in a 5% reduction of the final grade. 
 
Grading: Final grades are calculated as a percentage of points earned out of total available points. Available points 
are determined by the number of seminars each semester, with each seminar weighted equally. Each seminar report 
is worth 10 points, with a semester total of 120 points (12 seminars throughout the semester). Final grades will be 
calculated as: 

 Final grade = (Total points x 100)/120 
 

Grading scale: 90 - 100 = A, 89 - 80 = B, 79 - 70 = C, 69 - 60 = D, <59 = F 
 
Academic integrity: Summaries are to be written by each student individually. Any form of copying will be considered 
plagiarism and will result in the loss of all points for that exercise, at the very least. During seminars you are expected 
to conduct your behavior in an adult and courteous manner and to be respectful of your classmates and the speaker. 
This includes being on time for seminars and waiting until the talk and questions are finished before leaving the room 
or packing your books. Sleeping, texting, e-mailing, web-browsing, idle chatter, and use of materials not related to the 



class is NOT permitted. Any disrespectful behavior towards the seminar speaker will have serious consequences. 
Students are expected to be aware of, and abide by, the University's Honor code. Information on this policy can be 
found at http://academics.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=23785. 
 
Special accommodations: If you need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for Accommodations 
and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union 
East, Room 106.  For additional information, please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass.   
 
Diversity and inclusivity: Students are encouraged to speak up and participate during each seminar. Because 
speakers and the audience will represent a diversity of individual beliefs, backgrounds, and experiences, every person 
in attendance must show respect for everyone. I support an inclusive learning environment where diversity and 
individual differences are understood, respected, appreciated, and recognized as a source of strength. 
 
Lecture outline: 

Week Date Speaker Seminar Title Points
1 08/31/18  Student orientation 

 
 

2 09/07/18 Charlotte Vines 
UTEP 

G Protein-coupled receptors in the progression of disease 10 

3 09/14/18 Erik Yukl 
NMSU 

Structure and function of bacterial zinc import proteins, 
a potential antimicrobial drug target 

10 

4 09/21/18 Fernando Vonhoff 
U MD-Baltimore 

Activity-dependent regulation of chemorepulsion by dynamic 
calcium signals during synaptogenesis in Drosophila 

10 

5 09/28/18 Tim Wright 
NMSU 

Babel’s birds: functions and mechanisms of vocal plasticity in 
parrots 

10 

6 10/05/18 Ryan Ashley 
NMSU 

Placentas and Tumors: The similarities and disparities   10 

7 10/12/18 Sharilyn Almodovar 
TTUHSC-Lubbock 

Association between HIV Genotypes and Pulmonary 
Vascular Complications in the Era of Antiretroviral Therapy 

10 

8 10/19/18 Alexander Statsyuk 
U Houston 

Technologies for the ubiquitin system: Enzyme inhibitors and 
protein degraders 

10 

9 10/26/18 Wendy Walker 
TTUHSC-EP 

IRF3 signaling within the stromal compartment exacerbates 
sepsis pathogenesis in mice 

10 

10 11/02/18 Rudy Ortiz 
U Cal-Merced 

Health benefits of chronic almond snacking in young adults 
Last day for withdrawal 

10 

11 11/09/18 Eliseo Eugenin 
UTMB 

Role of cell to cell communication in HIV bystander damage 10 

12 11/16/18 Peter S. Rotwein 
TTUHSC-EP 

The new biology of human variation in the genomic era 10 

13 11/23/18  Thanksgiving Recess 
 

 

14 11/30/18 Immo A. Hansen 
NMSU 

Amino acid transport and signaling in mosquito reproduction 10 

 


